
Instructions for Petition Circulators 

Please follow all instructions from the form Instructions for Signing the Petition additionally: 

 

You, as a individual and not a business or organization, must complete an affidavit on each petition 

sheet stating that: 

• All identifying information given by the circulator is true and correct;  
• Signatures were placed on the petition in the circulator’s presence; and  
• Based on the circulator’s best knowledge and belief, each signature on the page is genuine and 

each signer is a registered voter in Maryland.  

 
The circulator MUST sign and date the affidavit, but should wait until after all petition signers have 

signed and dated the page. Any signature on the page that is dated after the circulator’s affidavit is 

invalid. 

 

A petition circulator must be at least 18 years old when any signature covered by the affidavit is placed 

on the petition. Maryland law does not require the petition circulator to be a registered voter or a 

Maryland resident. 

It is of utmost importance to make sure that all PRINTED names and 
SIGNATURES match those on file with the Board of Elections. 

 
Prohibitions - Election Law Article, §16-401 
A person may not willfully and knowingly: 

 

1. Give, transfer, promise, or offer anything of value for the purpose of inducing another person to sign 

or not sign any petition; 

 

2. Request, receive, or agree to receive, anything of value as an inducement to sign or not to sign any 

petition; 

 

3. Misrepresent any fact for the purpose of inducing another person to sign or not to sign any petition; 

 

4. Sign the name of any other person to a petition [except when assisting someone with a disability]; 

 

5. Falsify any signature or purported signature to a petition; 

 

6. Obtain, or attempt to obtain, any signature to a petition by fraud, duress, or force; 

 

7. Circulate, cause to be circulated, or file with an election authority a petition that contains any false, 

forged, or fictitious signatures; 

 

8. Sign a petition that the person is not legally qualified to sign; 

 

9. Sign a petition more than once; or 

 

10. Alter any petition after it is filed with the election authority. 


